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Short story of CCHF in Albania

• In Albania, an outbreak of 
hemorrhagic fever (CCHF and 
hantavirus) was described in 
1986-1987, and than in 1989. 

•

• Since 1990, sporadic cases of 
hemorrhagic fever (CCHF) have 
been reported each year.  

• Number of cases are decreasing 
year by year.

• Hyalomma marginatum serve as 
transmitter  vector in Albania.



CCHF 2001 -2006

• May 2001 – September 2010, 190 suspected cases

• Only 70 cases confirmed

• After 2010 sporadic rare cases







HF with Renal Syndrome 
• First Hantaan virus  isolateded in 1985

• During the period 1985-1987 Hantaan
hemorrhagic fever were found in: Gjirokaster
3 cases, Librazhd 6 cases, Berat 3 cases, 
Kolonje 4 cases, Gramsh 1 case, and Tropoje
13 cases. 

• The total number of identified positive human 
HFRS in years 1985-2010 was 39 cases.

• Mortality has been 25.6% (10 out of 39 cases).

• From January 2011- November 2016 were 35 
patients and mortality is ~ 10%

• Apodemus flavicollis serve as vector in 
Albania



Map of Albania that shows the distribution of 39 human positive HFRS 
confirmed cases during 1985 – 2010
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Why are important Viral hemorrhagic fevers ?

Daily activities
tourism



Problems in Diagnosing of HFRS

• Symptoms often confused with influenza or other infection and non infection diseases

• Abdominal pain often misinterpreted as appendicitis

• Many doctors outside endemic regions fail to recognize it 

• Or have insufficient testing

• BUT clinicians need to focus on:

a. Epidemiology

b. Clinical data
➢ face and nose edema     

c. Laboratoric examinations
➢ thrombocytopenia
➢ renal failure
➢ free abdominal liquid 



Macroscopic urine view 

Helping in clinical 

diagnosis,

Proteinuria in patients 

with HFRS



Scrolled shrimps of 

HFRS in one of my 

interesting cases
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Thank you for your
attention 


